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Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he
came again to the temple. All the people came to him,
and he sat down and taught them. The scribes and the
Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
adultery, and placing her in the midst they said to him,
“Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of
adultery. Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone
such women. So what do you say?” This they said to test
him, that they might have some charge to bring against
him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the
ground. And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and
said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the
first to throw a stone at her.” And once more he bent down
and wrote on the ground. But when they heard it, they
went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before
him. Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one,
Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do | condemn you; go, and
from now on sin no more.” (John 8, 1-11)

Today Jesus meets the woman condemned for
adultery and, without any kind of petition or initiative
on her part, grants her free pardon, radical amnesty,
and general forgiveness. Jesus shows the mercy of
God, placing himself on the side of the victims and
revealing God's gratuitous and unconditional love for
sinners. A God who, with his merciful love, with his
forgiveness, restores the life and dignity of each one,
in this case, of the adulterous woman they have
brought before him.

Given the complicated situation in which they place
Jesus, his response is clear: there is always room for
mercy and life. What the adulteress needed was not
stones, but a merciful heart and a helping hand to
raise her up. Hopefully we will discover that what
many people need is not the condemnation of the
law, but that we help them and offer them a chance
for rehabilitation, dignity and life. Let us listen to the
encouraging call to change our hearts and learn to
live in @ more human way, because God is close and
wants to heal our life. God forgives us and invites us
to do the same.

Give us your Spirit, Lord, to open our hearts to your
mercy, to heal our miseries and make us strong in
your love.




